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School	Spelling	Bee	
       By Aliya Neal 
 
The La Conner Middle 

School Spelling Bee 

took place on February 

7th, 2018, in the 

auditorium. The twelve 

winners of the individual 

class bees were 

Brandon Springer, 

Aubree Jolly, Ray 

Baker, Sammy 

Williams, Hadley 

Shears, Ellie Marble, 

Rachel Haley, Eleanor 

Drews, Savannah Radlinger, Delaney Cobbs, Charity Jordan, and 

Junaper Swanson.  The contestants went through an almost hour-

long battle of wits and words. After fifteen rounds of heated 

spelling, the runner-up spot was claimed by 6th grader Aubree 

Jolly, and the winner (for 

the third year in a row!) was 

8th grader Charity Jordan.  

Charity’s winning word was 

the word seafarers. I would 

like to state my 

congratulations (as we all 

should) for everyone who 

made it to the school bee, and good luck at regionals, Charity! 
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Teacher	Feature,	Starring…Miss	Lee!	
By Delaney Cobbs 

 
 
I got the opportunity to interview our new 4th 
grade teacher Ms. Lee. Here are some questions 
she answered to help us get to know her. 
 
Q: What is your favorite part of being in 
LCSD? 
A: I love working with the wonderful students and 
people. 
 
Q: How long have you been teaching? 
A: This is my second year. 
 
Q: What are the names of your pet(s)? 
A: My dog’s name is Rosco. 
 
Q: What do you like to do in your free time? 
A: I like to hike with my dog and ride horses. 
 
Q: Where did you attend college?  
A: I attended college at Washington State University in Pullman. 
 
Q: What is your favorite memory from your childhood? 
A: My parents are horse trainers, so I got to travel around the country with them. 
 
Q: (To the students) Do you like having Ms. Lee as a teacher? 
A: Yes, she is funny and we are happy we got her as a teacher. 
 
 
 
 

	
The	History	of	Valentine’s	Day	

               By Kaliana Bill 

Valentine's Day, also called Saint Valentine's Day, or the Feast of Saint 
Valentine, is an annual holiday celebrated on February 14. It's thought that as 
part of the celebrations Emperor Claudius II executed two men both named 
Valentine on February 14 of different years in 3rd century A.D. It was 
originally a day to celebrate Saint Valentinus, who performed weddings for 
soldiers who were not allowed to get married.  Emperor Claudius II made a 
law that no soldier could get married; it is believed he did this so his soldiers 
did not grow weak. Bishop Valentine married soldiers who he believed were in 
love and eventually Claudius caught Bishop and sentenced him to death. Bishop fell in love with the jailer's 
daughter. It is believed that he put his hands on her eyes and cured her blindness. He wrote a letter to his 
love saying “From your Valentine,” and that is about when Valentine's Day started.  
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Weird	Facts:		Did	You	Know?	
By Hadley Shears 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

• While children of identical twins are legally first cousins, genetically, they are actually half 
siblings. 

• A domestic cat can outrun Usain Bolt. 
• Pancakes are one of mankind’s oldest prepared foods, and virtually every culture has their 

own version of them. 
• A chameleon can stretch its tongue more than 3 times the length of its body. 
• A Parisian street mime was so committed that he actually got stuck in his imaginary box 

and then died of starvation in the year 1843! 
• A U.S. dollar bill can be folded in the same spot about 4000 times before it tears. 
• A tiger’s legs are so powerful they can remain standing even when dead. 
• Pandas don’t have particular sleeping spots; they simply fall asleep wherever they happen 

to be. 
• Walt Disney was a high school dropout and he was fired by a newspaper editor,  because 

he “lacked imagination and had no good ideas.” 
• Crying literally alleviates stress and uniquely allows humans to decrease feelings of anger 

and sadness. 
• Barbara is Latin for “strange woman.” 

 

	
Class	Feature:		Zumba	

               By Kali Adams 

This semester we have a new 7th period 

elective, Zumba. The teacher for this class is Ms. 

De La Rosa. She said that this is a chance for 

kids to get active and make a fitness plan while 

having fun and dancing. Zumba is all about 

dance, fast movement, and action. Ms. De La 

Rosa has been doing Zumba for six years and 

teaching for four years. When she was younger her dream was to be a dancer. 
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Middle	School	Sports:		Girls’	Basketball	Scores	
By Junaper  Swanson 

7th Grade   7th Grade   8th Grade   8th Grade 
La Conner  56  La Conner  44  La Conner  56  La Conner  53 
MVC   12  Darrington  10  MVC         26  Darrington  14 
 

 Middle	School	Sports:		Wrestling	
By Julian Jame sand Ian McCormick 

 
• Wednesday, 2/14    at Concrete vs Burlington 
• Wednesday, 2/21    at Mt Vernon vs Mt Vernon 
• Tuesday, 2/27        at La Conner vs Cascade  
• Wednesday, 3/7    at Oak Harbor vs Oak Harbor  
• Wednesday, 3/14    at Darrington vs Anacortes 
• Saturday, 3/17    LEAGUE TOURNAMENT AT CASCADE! 
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7th	Grade:	Get	to	Know	
Thomas	Kitchen	

By  Kali Adams 
   I  had the opportunity to interview 7th grader, 
Thomas Kitchen from La Conner Middle 
School.  
 
Q: What is your favorite book? 
A: My favorite book is Percy Jackson. 
 
Q: If you were a food what would you be? 
A: If I could be a food I would be a hamburger. 
 
 Q: What is your favorite gas station 
snack? A: I really like Hot Cheetos. 
 
Q: What are some of your favorite things to 
do? A: I love playing with my brothers and 
playing soccer. 
 
Q: If you were a superhero which would 
you want to be? A: I would be Spider man. 
 
Q: What is your favorite color? A:  The color 
green. 
 
Q: What do you what to do when you grow 
up? A: I want to join the military. 
 
Q: If you could have anything want, what 
would it be? A: I would want unlimited money. 
 
Q: What is your favorite animal? 
A: My favorite animal is the turtle. 

LCMS	January	&	February	Birthdays	
                                 By Alex Davidson 
 
January   February	
Alex Davidson 2nd  Cole Medeiros 2nd  
Kaliana Bill 4th   Charity Jordan 4th 
Kelly Topaum 5th  Carter Latting 6th 
Shawn Sampson 6th  Jacob Stapleton 8th 
Malia Day Rocha 9th  Gavin Fry 10th 
Logan Burks 9th  Robbie George 10th 
Tommy Murdock 15th  Quentin Kaubin 13th 
Cayden Holbrook 16th  Tia Shannacappo  15th 
Brianna Lara Garibray 19th Ivory Souryavong 16th 
Aubree Jolly 21st  Mia Carlton  17th 
Finn Hakenson 23rd  Hannah Grossglass 26th 
Ella Simpson 23rd  Vanessa Dallas 26th 
Samuel Williams 28th  CeCe Grossglass 27th 
Cameron Neal 31st 

 
 
 

 

Jokes	
     By  Chason Gudmundson 

 
Q: What happens when a frog’s car breaks down? 
A: It gets toad. 
 
Q: What do computers eat for a snack?  
A: Microchips.  
 
Q: What computer sings the best?  
A: A Dell.  
 
Q: What’s Forrest Gump’s password? 
A: 1forrest1. 
 
Q: What does an air conditioner have in common 
with a computer? 
A: They both lose efficiency as soon as you open 
windows. 

 
The Energizer Bunny was 
arrested on a charge of battery. 
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BRAIN 
TEASERS 

By  Andrew Villard 
 

 

Get	to	Know	Carol	Tankersley	
By  Junaper Swanson 

 
 

 We all know 
what it is like to 
get lunch from 
the cafeteria, but 
not all of us have 
had the 
opportunity to 
meet the 
amazing lunch 
ladies who work 
behind the 
counter! I 
recently 
interviewed Carol Tankersley and found 
she is much more than just a smiling face.  
 
Q: What is your favorite food to prepare 
and serve? 
A: These dishes aren’t on the school menu, 
but I enjoy cooking seafood, alfredo, 
steamed broccoli with mushrooms, and 
carrot cake.  
 
Q: How long have you worked as a 
lunch lady at LCSD? 
A: This is my 4th year working behind the 
cafeteria counter in this district.  
 
Q: Who are your family members? 
A: My son, Ryan, and my three daughters, 
Mariah, Alissa, and Olivia.  
 
Q: Do you enjoy your job? What is your 
favorite part? 
A: Yes, I enjoy my job, because I love to 
cook and serve kids. My favorite part is 
seeing the kids every day and giving them 
their lunch.  
 
Q: Do you look up to any famous chefs? 
Who? 
A: I look up to Barefoot Contessa, some 
Italian chefs, and Georgia, who works here 
in the district. I have learned a lot from her.  
 
Q: Do you admire any foreign cuisines?  
A: I admire Italian, French, and German 
cuisine. I love to try new foods, and there 
many different types in these cuisines.  

 
 

 
Q. I do not have any special powers, but I can predict 
the score of any football game before it begins. How 
can I do this? 
A. Well, the score before any football game is always 
going to be zero to zero! 
 
Q. You are driving a bus. At the first stop, two women 
get on. The second stop, three men get on and one 
woman gets off. At the third stop, three kids and their 
mom get on, and a man gets off. The bus is grey, and it 
is raining outside. What color is the bus driver’s hair? 
A. Whatever color your hair is! Remember, you are the 
bus driver! 
 
Q. Imagine that you are in a boat, in the middle of the 
sea. Suddenly, you are surrounded by sharks, just 
waiting to feed on you. How can you put an end to this? 
A. Stop imagining!  
 
 
Q. You have a 3-gallon jug and a 5-gallon jug. You 
need to measure out exactly 7 gallons of water. How 
can you do it?  
A. Fill the 5-gallon jug, pour it into the 3-gallon until the 
three gallon is full, and leaving two gallons in the 5-
gallon jug. Now pour the 3-gallon jug out. Pour the 
remaining 2 gallons from the 5 gallon into the empty 3 
gallon jug. Now fill the 5 gallon from the faucet. You 
now have exactly 7 gallons. 
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8th	Grade	Self-Interview	
Get	to	Know	Aliya	Neal	

By  Aliya Neal 
	

I got the opportunity to interview 8th 
grader Aliya Neal. Yeah, that’s me. I know. 
This was intentional. Aliya is a really cool 
person, and I learned a lot about her (who 
just happens to be me), and I’m sure 
interviewers in the past are kicking 
themselves for not taking the opportunity to 
interview her. Her answers didn’t really 
surprise me.  

 
Q: What is your favorite food?  
A: Macaroni and cheese. 
 
Q: What animal do you think you look 
like? A: Probably some kind of cat. 
 
Q: Do you have any pets? A: Two cats 
(Eddie and Aslan) and a dog (Prim). 
 
Q: What instruments do you play, if 
any? A: I used to play clarinet, but now I 
sometimes play guitar. 
 
Q: What is your favorite TV show?  
A: Parks and Recreation.  
 
Q: What are your hobbies?  
A: Writing, drawing, procrastinating, 
baking, and cooking. 
 
Q: What is your opinion about 
pineapple on pizza? 
A: It’s a disgrace. 

 
Top	10	Movies	for	January	2018	

By		Mia	Carlton	and	Kaliana	Bill	
	

1.  Forever My Girl 
2. Maze Runner: The Death Cure 
3. 12 Strong  
4. Den Of Thieves 
5. The Post 
6.  Molly’s Game 
7.  Insidious:The Last Key 
8. The Commuter 
9.  Proud Mary 
10. Paddington 2 

 

 
 

Movie	Review:	Gettysburg	
               By Kevin Elston and Madoc Hiller 

 
The movie is about 

the battle of Gettysburg, 
although that is not 
surprising since it is titled 
Gettysburg with Civil War 
soldiers as the background 
(as seen above). The movie 
is split into two discs, at 4 
hours and a half that's not 
surprising though. The first 
half started off a little slow but after a little bit there 
was a good fight scene: John Buford's cavalry defense 
against the Confederates. There was also the constant 
reminder of good ground (mentioned a lot in the first 
disk and at the beginning of the second). Another 
good fight scene was Colonel Chamberlain defending 
little round top against many waves of Confederates 
charging up the hill. Although Pickett's charge was a 
very long scene the battle scenes were very 
interesting to watch.  The scene after Pickett's charge 
was a little long though. Overall we give this a 9/10. 
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6th	Grade:	Get	To	Know		
Hallie	Walls	
By Kevin Elston 

 
Q: What is your favorite color? 
A: My favorite color is green. 
 
Q: What do you do in your spare 
time? 
A: I like to read in my spare time. 
 
Q: Do you have any pets? If so 
what’s their names? 
A: I have two kittens named Sparky 
and Luna and a dog Ruby. 
 
Q: What do you want to be when 
you grow up? 
A: I would like to be an astronomer 
when I grow up. 
 
Q: If you could change one thing in 
the school what would it be? 
A: If I could change one thing in the 
school, I would add some time to go 
outside. 
 
Q: Do you have any siblings?  
A: I have a brother named Sylas. 
 
Q: What’s your favorite animal and 
why? 
A: Horses are my favorite animals. 
They are free spirited, and they are 
cool. 
 

 

Recipe	of	the	Month:		English	Toffee	
By Mia Carlton 

 
Ingredients:  
 

•Caramel 
o ¾ c Butter 
o 1 c Sugar 
o ½ c Water 
o 1 tsp Vanilla 

•½ c Chocolate Chips 
• Walnuts 

 
Directions: 
 

1. Crush up a large handful of walnuts until in tiny chunks. 
Take a small amount and sprinkle them on a baking 
sheet.  

2. In a pot, combine butter, 
sugar, and water. Use a 
wooden spoon to melt and stir 
in butter. 

3. Using a candy thermometer, 
bring the mixture to 400℉ and 
remove from heat. 

4. Microwave chocolate chips in 
increments of 15 seconds, 
stirring in between. Do this until they are melted. 

5. Stir vanilla into caramel and pour onto the baking sheet. 
6. Spread chocolate on top of the caramel. 
7. Sprinkle walnuts on top and place in freezer/fridge until 

cold. 
8. Using your hands, break up into smaller pieces and place 

in bags. 
 
Keep them in the fridge/freezer or leave them out. They keep 
very well.  You can use the toffee to put on your ice cream or just 
them plain. Enjoy! 

Upcoming	Events	
By  Tommy Murdock 

     There are many upcoming events in La Conner Middle School 

throughout the next few months. Presidents’ Day is on Monday, 

2/19. Students will receive the day off of school. Conferences are 

the following week, from 2/26-2/28. The Thursday and Friday 

after conferences (3/1-3/2) is Mid-Winter Break. Students will 

also have no school on those dates. Lastly, March 6th will bring 

the culture fair, performed by the 8th graders. K-12 will be able to 

go and view the projects.  
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								Comics:	“Time	Adventures”	
       By Cameron Neal and Tommy Murdock 

								Up	and	Coming	Artists	

Jenna Rudig  8th Grade 

Ethan Simpson  8th Grade 
 

Aliya Neal 8th Grade 
 

Kaylan Dawson 6th Grade 
 

Abi Udlock 6th Grade 
 

Allison Hill 8th Grade 
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Famous	Events	That	Happened	in	February	
By Chloe Edwards 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
• The first woman to be elected to the U.S senate, Hattie Caraway, was born February 1st. 

She served for 14 years.  
• Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday (February 12). 
• The Winter Olympics are happening this year and they only happen every 4 years. 
• The 15th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was ratified, guaranteeing the right of citizens 

to vote, regardless of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.  
• American artist and illustrator Norman Rockwell (1894-1978) was born in New York City. 

He was best known for depicting ordinary scenes from small town American life for the 
covers of Saturday Evening Post magazine. 

• Ronald Reagan, (1911-2004) the 40th U.S. President, was born in Tampico, Illinois.   
• British novelist Charles Dickens (1812-1870) was born in Portsmouth, England.  

 

Christmas	
48%	

Birthday	
20%	

4th	of	July	
11%	

Halloween	
11%	

Easter	
10%	

Top	5	Favorite	Holidays	at	LCMS	

Student	Poll	
By	Hallie	Walls	
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Match each teacher with his/her birthday, and you might be a 
winner! The first ten students with correct answers will win a prize! 
Just bring this paper to Mr. Novak’s classroom.  

Your Name ________________ 

   
January 19th  _____ 
 
March 2nd   _____ 
 
October 23rd  _____ 
 
May 15th   _____ 
 
June 9th   _____ 

   
October 21st  _____ 
 
December 8th  _____ 
 
March 15th  _____  
 
May 6th   _____ 
 
June 18th  _____ 

 
  
A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G

H 

I 

J 
 

 

MR. CLARK 

MR. CICOTTE 
 

MRS. BROWN 

MRS. SHIPLEY 

MRS. WEBER 

MR. NOVAK 
 

MS. CLOTHIER MR. PLANK 

MRS. MARBLE MRS. SEHLIN 


